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DETAILED ACTION 



Non-Final Rejection 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 22-34 are rejected as being unpatentable over Walker et al. (US 

6,1 10,041) in view of Heidel (EP 0769769). 

Regarding claims 22, 27 and 31 , Walker discloses the following: 

A gaming machine that displays player tracking information and a game image 

on the same display, (Figure 9, Item 930), the gaming machine in communication with a 
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server over a network (Figure 1) wherein various player information is stored on the 
server. 

A player tracking input device, (Figure 3, Item 364), display and game electronics 
(Figure 3, Item 362) that show images and related game information to a player. 

Player preferences/tracking information and a game presented on one ormore 
regions of the display screen, (Id.). When a player is not identified or does not have 
established preferences, the gaming machine uses default values and game 
parameters, (Figure 10A & 11 A). 

Walker, however, is arguably silent regarding the use of hardware/video overlay 
in order to form the combined image of a player tracking information and a game. 

Heidel discloses a video gaming machine having a touch screen. The game 
machine includes a card reader (30), a machine communications interface (70), display 
(12), programmed electronics (inherent), and a video overlay device (56). The game 
machine is connected to a host computer (68), whjch includes a database of player 
account information such as a player name, player id, and player point totals. Figure 3 
shows the division of the display screen when accessing the player tracking information 
from the game machine. In column 6 of the disclosure, Heidel states "In addition, 
because video display 12 is under the control of a microprocessor, the system has 
enhanced flexibility. For example, at a touch of a suitable area (not shown) on the 
screen 23, service request key area 80 cam be displayed from which the player can 
order casino services or request change without interrupting game play." Clearly, this 
suggests a video overlay or superimposition of data upon the play screen. 
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It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Heidel's video overlay technology 
into the device of Walker for the purpose of freeing up system resources and thereby 
increasing the speed of the video display. One skilled in the art would have been 
motivated to generate the claimed invention with a reasonable expectation of success. 

Additionally, examiner presents Walker's disclosure of touch screen technology 
as well, (Col. 6. Lines 44-46). 

Regarding claim 31 , the Walker/Heidel combination discloses the claimed 
limitations, but is lacking in the specific order expressed in the claim. However, it would 
have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have displayed player tracking information and a game image on the same 
display, in the order expressed in the claim. One would be motivated to follow this order 
because it would reduce processing time. 

With respect to claims 23-26, 28-30 and 32-34, Walker discloses the following: 
Various player tracking information including an animated graphic and an input device 
such as a card reader. Additionally, the game image can show reels. (Figure 11 A: Item 
1115, Figure 3: Item 364, Col. 6: Lines 32-39). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Omkar A. Deodhar whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1647. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8AM - 4:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
OAD 





